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Introduction
[Pipila] is a Spanish pronunciation. El Pipila’s official name was Juan Jose de los Reyes Martinez Amaro. He was born in the year 1782 and died in 1863. El Pipila’s real parents were    Pedro Martinez and Maria Rufina Amaro. Apparently, his freckled face earned him that nickname because he had a face resembled turkey egg while his laughter was likened to that of peculiar gargle of the bird. The paper will majorly focus on El Pipila’s biography and the achievements he contributed towards Mexican-American War.
Pipila’s Occupation
Pipila’s lived and worked as a miner in San Miguel currently known as San Miguel de Allende. He precisely worked in to be established in Guanajuato. That was Mellado mine established in 1558. By then, miners were of great importance people in Guanajuato city since they contributed to the economic growth of the city by mining and exporting silver in large quantities worldwide in late 18th century. Currently, mining of silver and other minerals still takes place in the particular mining site.
The Fame and the Heroism
 On September 28, close to the beginning of the Mexican war of independence on 28 El Pipila became famous and hero. He was inspired with what other fellow Mexicans were doing in a neighboring town. A criollo priest by the name Miguel Hidalgo was already leading revolutionary movements in the nearby town of Dolores. Later on, Miguel moved to Guanajuato city where the where Spanish-Americans soldiers cordoned themselves in a grain warehouse called Alhondiga de Granaditas possessing plenty of silver with other wealth which they illegally acquired from Mexican citizens. The granary was strongly held with stone pillars. It was hard to gain access inside the store.   However, the wooden door proved to be a limiting factor. Pipila took that as an opportunity.  He came up with a strategic plan where he used a stone to protect himself from being spotted by the Spanish troops. Actually, his plan was successful. On reaching the door troops, Pipila used the tar and the torch he carried to torched down the Alhondiga. The outnumbered Spanish-American soldiers were raided by the insurgents where they were killed alongside civil Spanish refugees. According to some accounts, Pipila was backed up by other local miners who were ready to die for liberation. However, according to the current narrative in Guanajuato, Pipila broke the door without the help of his colleagues.
Impact of El Pipila’s victory on Mexicans
The Mexican independence movement grew emboldened due to Pipila's famous victorious act. Quickly and swiftly, the movements grew wings to various regions of the country. Not only did El Pipila stirred about a revolution all by himself but also played a significant role in freeing Guanajuato from extreme Spanish rules Initially, the locals had a plan of maintaining their positions waiting for reinforcement could get available. However, the reinforcement idea took ages and for that reason is when El pipila took the risk of fighting the Spanish-Americans. Pipila’s victory stirred up a lot of revolution in most areas of Mexico even those areas that were dominated by the Spanish-American colonial regime. His tales reach far ends spreading like wildfire encouraging even peasants to revolt. It was a great challenge to all Mexican citizens; a mere low life disabled miner could defeat a powerful Spanish-American army, who were them to just stay back and watch, waiting to be fought for? The Spanish were driven out of Mexico years later. However, this allowed very harsher and strict silver Barons to take over and fill the void.
 The hit organized by El Pipila really weakened the colonial regime. Furthermore, Miguel Hidalgo team was also set fighting the colonialists from the other end.
El Pipila’s statue
 The people were happy in that artists build up Pipila’s monument and statue that has led to increased income for the locals due to tourist attraction. The main aim of building El pipila;s statue is to owner the memory of the hero who brought a dynamic change that significant impacted the  lives of Mexicans. The El Pipila’s statue is positioned at high grounds of Guanajuato while he holds his torch high. The artists who established the statue still wanted to send out a revolutionary spirit by scripting the following statement at the base of the large statue-“there are still other “alhondigas” to burn” the fun part is that currently, the surroundings at the statue are used by Mexican couples who are young for romantic acts, apparently avoiding gossiping and speculating eyes from neighbors as well as families. 
The San Patricio Battalion
Introduction

The San Patricio Battalion also known as the Saint Patrick’s Battalion consisted of a 175 unit led by John Riley, extending to several hundreds of immigrants as well as expatriates of European offspring who engaged in war against the US during Mexican-American war that took place in 1846-1848. A significant number of United States Battalion members had defected. The great part of war was served as an artillery unit. The battalion retained artillery pieces throughout the conflict despite being formally designated as two infantry companies. The battalion served as the only counterbalance that Mexican had to current United States’ horse artillery innovation. The “San Patricios” did not make it easy for United States in the invasion of Mexico.













The Composition
The battalion mainly composed of immigrants who were Catholic Irish. Additionally, Germans, English as well as the Canadians were included in this battle. The battalion also included the disenfranchised Americans as well Southern United States’ slaves. The Saint Patrick’s battalion consisted of insignificant figure of United States citizens. The government of Mexico enticed immigrants in the United States’ army through printing propaganda in different languages. The main objective for Mexican government to print this propaganda was to switch sides. The Mexican government offered these immigrants citizenship as well as giving them Mexican citizenship. Besides the citizenship offer, the immigrants were paid a considerable amount of money. The Mexican government had offered a lot than what the United States’ government could offer xxx. Currently, the San Patricios are well-regarded and highly privileged in Mexico as well as Ireland.  Apparently, Battalion members are known to have left the United States’ army regiments which comprises the first Artillery, the second, the third and the forth Artillery. Additionally, the army had the 2nd Dragoons, 2nd infantry, third up to 8th infantry.

Historical Perspective

To honor and respect the san Patricios, the commemorative plague was positioned at the San Jacinto Plaza located in San Angel district in the city of Mexico. The Patricios were considered heroes by the Mexicans; they were heroes that came to their rescue in their hour of need. On the other hand, United States Americans considered the Patricios as enemies and traitors, the San Patricios have been praised by successive Mexican presidents ; for instance, Vicente Fox Quesada ho stated that the resemblance of Mexico and Ireland is attached to the first history of their countries when the Mexicans fought with the objective of preserving their countries sovereignty. Additionally, Ernesto Zedillo, Mexican president stated that, the St. Patrick’s battalion members were executed following the strong conscience they had. Some of them were burnt to the stake still adhering to their firm stand and highest ideas. Ernest finished his statement saying that the Mexican citizens highly honored the San Patricios memory.
Formations and Early Engagements

During Palo Alto as well as Resaca de la Palma war, the men who solemnly remained to the cause of San Patricios battalion. By then, General Taylor’s army was experiencing some drift where members were starting drifting away. Riley with his team of about 48 Irishmen were responsible for manning the Mexican weaponry during Fort Texas siege which had already taken place during the time of two concurrently battles. Martin Tritschler, who was a German Mexican, convinced a considerable number of German soldiers to desert the United States army and occupy forces in Puebla, Puebla. On 21 September, 1846, the San Patricios Battalion fought as recognized citizens during Monterrey battle. Mexicans nicknamed the San Patricios ‘los Colorado’ because of the San Patricios’ ruddy, sun-burnt complexions and red hair color. They were led by John Riley, an Irish weaponry man. On meeting forces in Mexico, General Pedro de Ampudia offered Riley a lieutenant position. The san Patricios proved their prowess in weapon handling at the battle of Monterrey causing the death of many American soldiers. Also the San Patricios are acknowledged for coming out victorious more than twice during battles in the heart of the city. The San Patricios grew in number following the engagement at the Monterrey. The number was estimated to be over 700 men. The San Patricios continued serving in distinction as an infantry unit. They were aware of facing the death penalty in case they were captured. The Mexican troops were threatened by the San Patricios and when the battle between the US army and the Mexican troops as well as the San Patricios, Mexican troops fled leaving the San Patricios fighting the United States Army in a combat that was hand-to-hand.
The Juan Seguin

On October 27, 1806, Juan Seguin, a political as well as military figure of Texas Revolution was born. Juan was born in San Antonio and he was a son to Juana Jose Maria Erasmo Seguin and Maria Jose Becerra. As a child, Juan spent most of his time assisting his mother with business matters. In addition, he was encouraged by his father to engage in academic affairs of which he showed little interest. He was a music fanatic. Juan wedded a member of the most prominent ranching families, Maria Gertrudis Flores de Abrego when he was nineteen years old and bearing a total number of ten children.  At an early age, Seguin began his career of public service as he helped his father in smooth running of the post office. Later in 1823-24, Seguin served in congress. In 1828, Seguin demonstrated a great potential when he was elected as an alderman. 
As a Military

In 1835, Seguin started his career as a military responding to Federalist state governor’s call in the spring where he led a militia company to Monclova, supporting the against the Centralist opposition. Seguin was granted a captains commission by Stephen F. Austin in October 1835 after the battle of Gonzales. Seguin was appointed as a Captain in the regular Texas army on January 1836. On December 5th the same year, Seguin proceeded to Alamo where he became an ally to William B. Travis.  For thirteen day-siege, Seguin served as at the Alamo battle. However, he did not take part in the final battle. Instead, he was sent out as a courier upon Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna’s army arrival. Seguin arranged a company that functioned as the rear guard of Sam Houston’s army when he reached Gonzales. The battle of San Jacinto required only Tejano. Through the fall, 1837, Seguin served as military commander the city after accepting the lay down of Mexican arms on June 4, 1836. He directed burial services for the remaining Alamo during that time. Despite the difficulties in English Seguin served as committee chairman on Military Affairs. According to himself, Seguin participated in invasion of Texas in September 1842 under Gen. Adrian Woll. This happened when he was still living in Mexico. Thereafter, Seguin’s company protected the Rio Grande crossings and fighting Indians hen it served as a frontier defense. By the time the Mexican-War broke loose, Seguin’s company fiercely fought against United States Forces. Despite the consequences, Seguin decided to return to Texas after war. Seguin’s participation in the Mexican-American war had a greater impact t Mexican people as it rebated them from the United States’ colonialism. 

Life under the Republic Of Texas
Juan Seguin led the San Antonio Military after Texas had become a republic. He commanded his force to protect the western frontier. Seguin was voted in as a Texas Senator as he worked closely with Jose Antonio Navarro, a congress man, to ensure the legislation will better the lives of Texas’ citizens. After some threats on his life, Seguin resigned from the office. 
Pio Pico
Early Life and Background

Pio de Jesus Pico was born on 5 May 1801. Jose Maria Pico and Maria Eustaquia Gutierrez were his biological parents. Pio Pico and his small family lived at Mission San Gabriel Archangel his father serving as a corporal of the guard. Santiago de la Cruz Pico and his wife Mulata, were Pico’s grandparent. Together with their seven children including Pico’s father were the first to settle in California. They were among north Mexican settlers who came from provinces of Sonora and Sinaloa. The interesting part of Pico’s history that has captured the attention of many people is his racial background as reflected in few of existing portraits. Pico’s description by scholars as an Afro-Mexican is correct and it is with a good reason. The essential social as well as cultural patterns of Mexican society precisely Pico’s grandparents as well as other settlers were brought in California. That social and cultural pattern was also present in Sonora and Sinaloa in the past two hundred years. By then, there was introduction of African slaves in those provinces. By the time of colonization California, the descendants were racially mixed in 18th century. The African presence in Mexican history is depicted in Pico’s documentation. Importantly, one should not that African descendant were original 44 founders or pobladores of Los Angeles; the place where Pio Pico spent most of his life. 26 of the pobladores founder were African descendants.  As a child, Pio Pico lived in San Diego where his father continued serving in the military. Briefly, the family moved back to San Gabriel Mission in 1818 where Jose Maria Pico met his death the following year. Pico moved back to San Diego after his father’s death.
Political Career

 Pico assumed family responsibilities at his young age especially after the bread winner’s death-his father. A time of great change for Pico and Californians was in 1820s. Mexico won its independence from Spain after a long struggle that began in 1810. For Pio Pico together with other young Californians, independence enhanced an element of national pride as well as future optimism. Pio Pico ventured in business where he established a small general store in San Diego that dealt in liquor, furniture, shoes as well as mules. Consequently, Pico was able to travel across Alta California due to his business dealings. As he travelled, Pico met many Californio families. The idea of being social inspired him to be a politician. Pico was elected as a diputacion in 1826. He was responsible for advising governor of Alta California. Pico received a land grant of 8922 in San Diego in 1829 as he was reelected several times in his initial electoral position. Additionally, Pico served as an interim governor in 1832 after being standing against unrecognized governor who was sent from Mexico City to govern California. Pico was among the riches individuals in the 1830s. People regarded him as a California influential leader. The Mexican government got prepared to secularize the California missions in 1834. As a chief activist of secularization, Pico played a significant role in the transfer of huge land holdings under the influence of the Franciscan missionaries to close friends and allies. The sane year, Pico wedded Maria Ignatia Alvarado in Los Angeles. His wedding set a record to be among the social memorable events in the whole of Mexico.  California witnessed an improvement in prosperity. The society comprised both American as well as European settlers. Pico was declared a governor in March 1845 after leading a revolt against an abusive governor who was a non-Californio, Manuela Micheltorena in February of that year.
The Impact of War

 Texas aggression continued especially after the Texas revolt against Mexico in 1836. Pico and other Californio’s fear of military conflict was heightened more so when United States attempted to purchase Mexican territory. The war between the United States and Mexico was declared on May 13, 1846 after failed diplomatic talks and a series of armed encounters along the Rio Grande. In attempt to seek military reinforcements from Mexican government as well as protecting governor’s authority, Governor Pico fled to Baja California. The war came to a stop with the Guadalupe Hidalgo’s treaty on February 2 1848. The same year, Pico arrived in Los Angeles with a claim over governorship title. However, Pico was only accepted back as a private citizen and placed under house arrest for about three weeks then later was released. Even as a private citizen, Pico continued acquiring wealth. Pico was still optimistic about California’s future and eventually Carlifonia was into union as a free state. Pico influence the growth of economy as a U.S. citizen through Los Angeles Petroleum Refining Company investment. It was the first commercial oil company in the city. Finally, Pio Pico died on September 11, 1894 in Los Angeles.
 Conclusion

Conclusively, countries have to honor their heroes especially those who worked very hard to liberate them from colonial regime. There are many ways of honoring these heroes for instance, building monuments just like El pipila’s case, naming streets and roads after them or compensating their families. Countries and citizens should ensure the memories of these heroes are preserved for the next generations to come. The successes of these heroes should be passed from one generation to the next and next.
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